
Chapter 2

abraham



There was one man named 
Abraham who did not believe 

that statues were really 
gods. He knew that God was 
the creator and could not 

be worshiped through idols.



God spoke to him, saying, 
“Abraham, leave this city of 

idolatry. Leave all your family 
and country behind, and I 

will show you where to go. I 
will make you the father of 
a great nation. I will bless 
those that bless you and I 
will curse those that curse 

you. in you all the nations of 
the earth will be blessed.”

Could Abraham be the 
promised child who would 
destroy sin and death?



Abraham knew that the 
voice he heard was the 

voice of God, so he obeyed, 
not knowing where he was 
going. He knew that he was 
leaving the idolatry behind 

and was following the 
living God. That was enough 
for Abraham. But he took 
his nephew Lot with him.

Approximately 1921 B.C.



Abraham, walk  
through this land from 

one end to the other. I 
am going to give all this 
land of Canaan to your 
future children. I will 

make you to have so many 
children that they cannot be 
counted. They will multiply 
like the dust of the earth.

Abraham’s journey took him 
down into the land of Canaan, 

where Ham’s son settled. 
Today, it is called Palestine. 

There God spoke to him:



Sarah, 
God told me 
that you are 
going to have 
children after 

all these  
years.

You know 
that I have 

never been able 
to have a child, 

and now I am past 
childbearing age. 
How can I have 

children?
God 

said you 
would.

Genesis 12:1-3, 13:14-17



The sacrifice of a lamb  
could not take away his sin, but 
when God saw Abraham’s faith, 

God covered Abraham’s sin.

As Abraham traveled 
through the land, 
occasionally he  

stopped and offered  
a blood sacrifice to 

God. Like Abel, he 
made the sacrifice 
by faith, knowing 

that he was a sinner, 
deserving of death.



Ten years later.

Abraham,  
ten years ago  

you said God told you  
that I would bear your 

child. I am now 75 and you 
are 85. We grow older, 
but still no child. Soon
 you will be too old to 

produce a child. Are  
you sure you heard 

from God?



I know it was God 
who spoke to me, but 

I do not understand why 
he waits so long. He said I 

would be the father of a great 
nation, but all I have is an 
old body, an old wife that 
cannot have children, and 

a great big flock of 
sheep.



What reward 
will you give 

me, since I have 
no child?

Fear not 
Abraham, I am your 
protection and your 

great reward.

You and 
Sarah will 

have a 
child.



 I believe  
it will come to 

pass as you  
say.

Come, Abraham,  
look at the stars  

and see if you can count 
them. Like the stars your 
children will be so many 

that they cannot  
be counted.



Since you believe me,  
I am going to count your faith 
as if it were righteousness. 

Know of a certainty that your children 
will be strangers in a land that is not 

theirs. After they have suffered as 
slaves for 400 years, I will punish 
that nation, and your children will 

leave there with great wealth. 
Then they will come back here 

and inhabit this land.

Genesis 15:1-6, 13-14



Where is 
the promise of 

a child? I grow 
older by the day. 

Soon you will not 
be able to produce 

seed. Abraham, 
I will never be 
able to give you 

children.



The custom 
of the land is 

that my servant 
girl can have a 
child for me.



Abraham, 
don’t you see this 

is our last chance to 
have a child? Before it is 

too late, you must take her 
and produce a child. It will 
be your seed. It is God’s 
will. How else will You 
ever be the father of 

a great nation?



Abraham did not pray 
to God. He forgot the 

promise of God and obeyed 
the voice of his wife.

It is 
the only 

way.

Genesis 16:1-4



I am 
going to have 

Abraham’s 
child.

When Hagar knew that 
she carried Abraham’s 

child, she became proud 
and despised Sarah. 
Sarah grew unhappy 

with jealousy.

Several 
months 
later.



When you 
are finished with 
the water, you 
can split the 

firewood.

Hagar made 
plans to 
run away.

Sarah made Hagar work hard 
and treated her unkindly. God 
never intended for a man to 
have two wives or to have 

children through a concubine.



Hagar, return 
to Sarah and submit  

to her. You are  
going to have a son  
and you will name 
him Ishmael, which 

means “God
 hears.”

Hagar ran away from Sarah and 
fled into the wilderness. When 

she grew tired and could go 
no farther, she collapsed in 
exhaustion. God saw Hagar in 

her distress and spoke to her.



From him  
will come many 

children, more than can  
be numbered. Ishmael 
will be a wild man. He 

will always be fighting 
everybody and everybody 

will be fighting him. He will 
always live close to 

all his brothers.



Hagar returned home and 
in time the child was born.

Ishmael later became the 
father of all Arabic nations.

    God told me 
that since this child 

is Abraham’s, he would 
be the father of  
many nations.

Genesis 16:4-16



Abraham was 86 
years old when 

Ishmael was born. 
Not long after 
Ishmael’s birth, 

Abraham grew too 
old to produce 
children. Would 
Ishmael be the 

child God promised 
Abraham? But 
God said the 

child would come 
through Sarah 
and Abraham. How can God fulfill his 

promise if both Abraham 
and Sarah are too old 
to produce children?



Abraham, I am the 
 Almighty God. Do all  
that I tell you and sin  

not. As I told you before, I 
 will multiply your children, 

and you will be the father  
of many nations. I will 

establish my covenant with  
you and then with your  

children after you.

When Ishmael was thirteen 
and Abraham was 99, God 

spoke to him again.



I will give to your  children 
the land of Canaan as a 

possession for ever. Sarah 
will conceive and have the 

child as I promised, the one 
who is to be the head of 

many nations.

Ha, ha! How 
can that be? I am 

now 99 years old, and 
Sarah is 89. My body is as 
good as dead. We cannot 

have children. Please, 
let Ishmael be the 

promised child.



No, as I said from the 
beginning, you and Sarah will 

have a child of your own, 
from your own bodies. The 

promise of blessing will be 
passed on through him, not 
Ishmael. In one year, Sarah 

will give birth to a 
male child.



Is it possible? …Yes! The God 
who created the human body can 

surely take two old, dead 
bodies and make them fertile 

again. …Sure. God can
 do it!



A few days later, three men 
appeared from out of the 
desert. They did not look 

as if they had traveled far, 
nor did they appear to be 
local. They were strong, 
confident, and ageless.



Abraham watched them 
approach and knew they were 
different, but what he didn’t 

know is that his visitors 
were not from this world.

Two of them were righteous 
angels, and the third was 
God himself, appearing in 
angelic form so he could 
talk to Abraham. Abraham 
went out to meet them.

Genesis 17:1-21, 18:1-2



Abraham, 
your wife 
Sarah will  
have a son.

He, he, he

As old  
as I am, and 

Abraham even 
older, could I have 
pleasure again?



   I didn’t 
laugh.

Why does Sarah laugh 
when God says she will 

have a child?

You did indeed 
laugh. You don’t believe. 

Is anything too hard for God? 
I will come again when the time 

is right for you to conceive, and 
you will have a child.



Yes, he  
needs to 

know.

Should I 
tell Abraham what 

I am about to do? He is 
going to be the father of 
many children, and he will 

teach his children and 
his grandchildren to  

obey me.



The sin 
of Sodom and 

Gomorrah has 
grown very bad. 
I will destroy 
every soul in 

both cities: men, 
women, and 

children.

But my 
nephew 

Lot and his 
family live 

there!

Genesis 18:10-22



It 
would not be 

like God to destroy 
the righteous with the 

wicked. What if there are 
fifty righteous people in 
the city? Will you spare 

the whole city to save the 
righteous? I know that 
the Judge of all men 

will do what is 
right.

If I find fifty 
righteous I will 
spare the city.



I am just dirt, 
not worthy to speak to God, 

but what if there are only forty-five 
righteous? Would you destroy  

all for lack of five?

What if 
there are only 
forty found?I will 

not destroy it 
if there are forty 

righteous.

If there 
be 45 I will not 

destroy it.



What 
if there are 

twenty?

I will not  
destroy the 
wicked city if 

there are twenty 
righteous  

in it.

I will 
not destroy it 

for thirty.

Don’t 
be angry 

with me. What 
if there are 

thirty?



We will visit 
him tonight.

No, if I  
can find ten 

righteous souls, I 
will not destroy 

the city.

Please don’t be angry. 
This is the last time I will ask you. 

What if there are only ten righteous 
people in the city? Will you 

destroy it still?

If you
 can’t find ten, 
will you please 
warn my nephew 

Lot?



This is 
perverted, 

worse than I 
thought.

Now I see 
why God is going to 
destroy everyone, 
even the children  

and animals.

The two angels went 
into the city that 

evening and walked 
by Lot’s house.



Hey, you 
strangers, you 

can’t stay in the 
street tonight; it 
isn’t safe. Come 
into my house  
for the night.

Hey! They 
are kinda 

cute. We will 
tell the guys 

about  
them.

Genesis 18:23-19:2



Lot, send 
those men out  

to us so we  
can have sex with 

them!

Go away;  
you can’t

 do this evil 
thing.

Who does
 he think he

 is, so high and
 mighty? Bigoted 

hypocrite.



Hate 
monger!

We will 
break the 

door down  
 and do worse 

to you, you 
foreigner.

Yeah, 
we don’t want  

    your daughters;
 we want the
 beautiful

 men!



 Where 
are they?

The Lord  
God make you 

blind.



Who 
turned 
out the 
lights?

  I can’t 
see! What 
happened?

What 
kind of 
power is 

this?



You must leave the 
city tomorrow morning. 

Warn whom you will. God 
is righteous and will no 

longer tolerate  
this sin.

Tomorrow, 
God is going to 

rain down fire from 
heaven on this place. 
Everyone in Sodom 

and Gomorrah  
will die.



God says you  
are not to look 
back at the city  

as it burns.

Hurry, the 
fire will soon 
fall. No one 
will escape.

Genesis 19:4-17



Eeek!

Don’t 
look 
back!



Don’t 
look! Keep 

going!

Oh no! 
Father, mother 
disobeyed God. 
She has turned 

into salt.



Every living thing in Sodom 
and Gomorrah died that 

day. God is righteous and 
he hates sin, especially 

perverted sex, men with men 
and women with women. 

Sexual sins involving 
children are the worst of 
all. God had promised to 
never destroy the world 
with water, But he didn’t 
say anything about fire. 



The next time it will be by 
fire.  The penalty of any 

sin is death: physical death 
and eternal death in the 
lake of fire. By the grace 

of God, Lot was saved from 
the judgment of God. His 

wife did not believe God was 
serious when he warned 
them not to look back.

The penalty for all 
sin is always death, 

no exceptions.



I am so glad God was 
gracious to you. Lot, 
you could have died in 
that city. God hates sin 

and wickedness. You 
must stay away from 

that kind of 
people.

We will 
manage 

somehow.

We were so 
sorry to hear 

about your wife. 
What will you 

do now?

Lot went off with 
his two daughters 
and God continued 
to bless Abraham.

Genesis 19:24-26; Leviticus 
18:22; Romans 1:23-32, 6:23; 1 

Corinthians 6:9-11; Revelation 21:8



Abraham, 
what has come 

over you? It has 
been years since 

you looked at 
me… that way.

God had promised that Sarah 
would have a child. Abraham and 

Sarah began to feel an awakening 
of long forgotten desires.



It was a miracle! Soon, 
everyone knew that 
Sarah was with child!



Yes, when God 
told us I would  

bear a child, it made  
me laugh. Who would 
have believed that in 
my old age I would be 

nursing my very  
own child?

God kept his promise. 
He always does.

As God said, we will 
call him Isaac. He will 

be the father of a 
great nation.



Ishmael, Abraham’s son by 
Hagar, was now fourteen years 
old, and he hated the new baby.

The little 
fool mocks me. 
I will not have 
that Egyptian in 
the Same house 

with my
 Isaac.



Cast out the servant 
woman and her son. They will 
not receive any inheritance 

with Isaac, the child of 
promise.

God spoke to Abraham and 
said, “Sarah is right. Send 
Hagar and Ishmael away. 

Ishmael will not be heir with 
Isaac. But don’t let it grieve 

you; I will take care of them... 



...And because 
Ishmael is your 

son, I will make a 
great nation come 

from him also. 
But the promised 
deliverer, the one 
who will defeat 
Satan, will come 
through Isaac, 
not Ishmael.”

Ishmael grew up to become 
the father of all the Arabic 
people, while Isaac grew up 
to become the head of all 
the Jewish people. Arabs 

and Jews are half brothers.

Genesis 21:1-3, 9-14  
*The name Isaac means laughter.



Abraham loved 
his son Isaac, 

and they became 
inseparable.

You’re a 
miracle child. Will  

you deliver the world 
from sin?



Father,  
why do you kill these 

pretty little lambs and 
burn them on the piles 

of rocks?

The God of 
heaven and earth is 

holy and pure, far too 
pure for a sinful man 
like me. The first man 
Adam, disobeyed God 

and the human race has 
been sinful ever 

since.

God told Adam 
that if he sinned 
he would die, but 

after Adam sinned, 
God killed animals 

and used their skins 
to cover Adam and 

Eve’s shame.



When I kill a lamb and 
offer it to God, it is a 

statement that I recognize 
my sinfulness and offer 
the innocent lamb to die in 

my place.



Isaac grew 
strong and 

learned to trust 
the God of his 

father. Abraham 
loved him dearly 
and they often 

went together to 
worship and offer 

sacrifices. The 
lamb was killed 
and placed on 

the altar where 
it was burnt.



Abraham,  
I want you to take 

your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and 

offer him as a burnt 
offering to me.



God, how  
could you ask me  

to do such a thing? 
This is not like you. The 
heathen offer human 

sacrifices! You said you 
would make a great nation 
from my son Isaac. If I 
kill him your promise 

will not come to
 pass.



…but you are 
God. I do not 
understand, 

but I will 
obey you.

Genesis 22:2; Romans 5:12



Do take 
Care; I 

will pray 
for my 

two men.

It is a  
Three-day 

journey, so we 
will be gone 
about a week.



Father, 
there is the 
mountain. 
We will be 

there before 
nightfall.

Yes, we will 
go and worship 

and return 
again.

Three days later…



Isaac, you remember how
 I told you of God speaking to

 me and causing your mother and
 me to have a child in our old age? 

Well, he spoke to me again.

Father, we brought the wood, 
and you have built the altar, 

but where isthe sacrifice?



This time 
he said I am 
to offer you 
as a burnt 
offering.

   Me? 
Father, 
are you 
sure?



I have learned that 
what God promises he is able 

to perform. If he says you will 
be the father of a great nation, 
then you will, even if you die.

Didn’t God tell you that I was to 
be the heir, head of a great nation, 

that my children would be as many as 
the stars of the heaven? If I die 

now, what of God’s promise?



But 
how could 
it be if I 
am dead?

Father, we 
must obey
 God no 

matter what.

I don’t
 know, unless he 
raises you from 

the dead.

Genesis 22:3-9



Though Abraham 
knew that he 
was obeying 
God, it must 
have made 

his heart sad 
and his hands 

tremble as 
he followed 
the normal 
procedures 

of offering a 
burnt offering.

He tied his son’s hands and feet and 
laid him on the altar. The next step was 

to plunge the knife into his throat.



With a prayer of  
faith to God, Abraham 

lifted the knife. As 
he was about to 

plunge downward, 
suddenly he heard a 
voice from heaven:



Abraham! 
Abraham! 
Don’t harm
 the child.



Now I know that 
you trust me, since 
you were willing to 

obey, even to the point 
of giving me your 

only son.



Father, 
look! God 
provided  
a ram to 
take my 

place!

When Abraham looked 
up, he saw a ram 

caught in a thicket.



Father, he is 
a merciful God, 

just like you said!

Abraham, because 
you have done 
this thing in 

not withholding 
your only son, 
I will bless you 
and multiply your 

children as the 
stars of heaven, 

and your children 
shall take this land 
and destroy your 
enemies. Also, 
through one of 

your children, yet 
to be  born, all 
nations of the 
Earth will be 
blessed. Genesis 22:9-18; Hebrews 11:17-19



Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and isaac.
 isaac was the son chosen by god to

 carry on the promise made to Abraham.
 isaac had a son named jacob, whose
 name was later changed to israel.  

Jacob had 12 sons who, In time, went
 with their families down to egypt where

 they eventually became slaves (1706 B.C.).



Ishmael had twelve 
princes and became 
the Arabic people.

Jacob’s twelve sons 
became the twelve 
tribes of Israel.

Ishmael
Abraham

Isaac 
1896 B.C.

Jacob 
1836 B.C.

Genesis 21:5, 13, 24:67, 25:12-18, 21-26, 29:23-30
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